All through this term we are continuing our learning about the Jewish faith.

There are some important people from the past whose stories are told in both the Torah, which is the first 5 books of the Jewish scriptures (called the Tanach), and also the Christian Bible.

Here is the story of Samuel: ask a grown up to read it to you.

Hannah, a wife of Elkanah, was praying to God at the tabernacle, which is the very holy place for Jews. She was pleading with God to allow her to have a baby because she had no children. Elkanah’s other wife, Peninnah, was able to have lots of children, and she made Hannah’s life miserable 

Hannah made a vow to God that if He would allow her to have a baby she would give the child to the service of God all the days of its life. Some time passed and God answered Hannah’s prayer. She had a son and called him Samuel, because the name Samuel means “asked of God” since God had heard Hannah’s prayer. 

When Samuel was a young boy his mother took him to the synagogue, where he was placed under the care and training of Eli, the elderly priest and chief judge of Israel at that time. Eli spent much time teaching Samuel about God. It was during this time when Samuel was still a child that God began to speak to him. One night Samuel was woken from his sleep by a voice calling his name. He thought it must be Eli who needed his help, but when he went to ask him Eli said he hadn’t called him. A little while later the same thing happened again, and again Eli said he hadn’t called Samuel. When it happened a third time Eli realised God was speaking to Samuel and so told Samuel to go back and to listen to what God wanted to tell him

As Samuel grew up he faithfully passed on messages from God and it became obvious that God was working through him as a prophet. A prophet is someone who receives God’s plan and His messages. The whole country of Israel had heard what a faithful and important job Samuel had. Important people of Israel asked Samuel about many difficult things because the country of Israel was going through difficult times and Samuel gave good advice. When Eli died Samuel became the chief judge of the country and crowned Saul as the very first king of Israel and years later David, who had begun life as a simple shepherd, as the next king.

Questions to discuss- 

What does the name Samuel mean?

What is a prophet?

Why do you think it took Samuel and Eli so long to realise God was talking to Samuel?

Look at the picture below. What do you think they are saying to one another?

We learnt about the story of David and Goliath a few weeks ago. What is the connection between Samuel and David?
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